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THE
DIPLOMAT 
AWARD
ROBERT M. SPRAGENS, JR.
NOMINATED BY:  JOHN C. MILLER

  “Rob has been an excellent defense attorney in 
Central Kentucky for many years.  He has also 
been a great mentor.”
 It is my pleasure to introduce Kentucky 
Defense Counsel’s Diplomat Award Winner.  
Robert Spragens, Jr. practices with Freddie 
Higdon and the !rm of Spragens & Higdon, 
PSC in Lebanon, Kentucky.  Rob has been 
practicing in Central Kentucky for more than 
!"y (50) years.  He probably never considered 
any career other than practicing law except on 
those occasional great rounds of golf when he 
may have considered gol!ng for a living. 
 Spragens & Higdon, PSC is the successor to a 
law !rm established in 1906 by W.H. Spragens.  
Robert M. Spragens and Robert Spragens, Jr. 
are the son and grandson, respectively, of W.H. 
Spragens.  Except for a hiatus between 1938 
and 1946 when W.H. Spragens served as judge 
of the Marion Circuit Court, at least one mem-
ber of the Spragens family has practiced law at 
the address of his current o#ce since 1906.  
 Rob earned his Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Louisville in 1966 and his Juris 
Doctor from the University of Kentucky in 
1969.  He was admitted to practice in Kentucky 
that same year.
 Rob served as City Attorney for Lebanon, 
Kentucky from 1974 to 1976 and as Assistant 
Commonwealth Attorney for the 11th Judicial 
Circuit from 1976 to 1981.  He is a member 
of the Kentucky Bar Association where he 

served on the Board of Governors from 1977 to 
1983.  He has been, since 1988, a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers where he 
served as Kentucky Chair from 2001 to 2003.
 Rob served as a Director of the Kentucky 
Defense Counsel from 1984 to 1987.  He has 
served on the Board of Directors of Farmers 
National Bank since 1978.  He was admitted to 
the Georgia Bar in 1991.
 Rob was given the distinction of being 
selected a Kentucky Super Lawyer in 2007 
and again in 2008.  $e National Law Journal 
named him as one of Kentucky’s Top Rated 
Lawyers in Civil Litigation in 2012.  He earned 
Martindale Hubbell’s AV Rating in 1984 
and was awarded, in 2016, that publication’s 
Preeminent Peer Rating for Highest Level of 
Professional Excellence.
 If you know Rob, you know how incredibly 
bright he is.  On a more personal note, since I 
began practicing in Campbellsville in 1995, Rob 
has been an incredible mentor and friend to 
me.  It seems to me that Rob exempli!es what 
this organization is all about.  Defense attorneys 
who are willing to help other defense attorneys.  
I am really pleased to be able to introduce this 
year’s Diplomat, Robert Spragens, Jr. 

DEFENSE 
LAWYER OF 
THE YEAR 
STACEY A. BLANKENSHIP
NOMINATED BY:  JAMES P. LANDRY

 Sometimes regarded as the “Strip Search 
Queen” thanks to her handling of hundreds 
of claims about inappropriate strip searches 
of inmates in the Hopkins and Bullitt County 

Jails in the mid-2000’s, Stacey Blankenship 
has made a name for herself as a preeminent 
civil rights attorney all across Kentucky. A"er 
over 20 years devoted to defending employers 
in the public and private sector, including law 
enforcement, corrections o#cers, elected o#-
cials, and public employees, Stacey has amassed 
a long list of accolades. 
 Stacey has presented at several semi-
nars during her career, dra"ed Kentucky’s 
counterpart to the Federal Prison Litigation 
Reform Act, testi!ed before the State Judiciary 
Committee regarding Police O#cer’s Bill of 
Rights and has worked extensively with gov-
ernment agencies across the state regarding 
disciplinary procedures. 
 She has served as defense counsel for approx-
imately 7 di%erent class actions, including law-
suits related to strip searches and MRSA. All 
claims for MRSA in correctional settings were 
dismissed. Many of the strip search claims were 
dismissed and Stacey secured settlement in the 
remaining claims for a fraction of what the 
claims were originally thought to be valued at. 
She is o"en credited for the decreased rate in 
which jail strip search and MRSA cases were 
being !led. 
 Outside of traditional practice, Stacey con-
tributes to the practice of law in one unique 
way: Over the last decade or so, she has 
Coached the Paducah Tilghman High School 
Mock Trial Team, placing in the top ten several 
times. Of those team members, countless have 
gone on to law school and into the practice of 
law, no doubt inspired by Stacey’s example. 
 In addition to the PTHS Mock Trial Team, 
Stacey served on the Board of Directors for 
the Paducah United Way from 2009-2015, 
and on the Board of Directors for Kentucky 
Defense Counsel from 2011 – 2015. She is 
actively involved in DRI. She is a Kentucky Bar 
Fellow, and a Legislative Committee member 
for the KBA. In 2008, she was named Woman 
of Achievement by the local Business and 
Professional Women’s Association. Due to 
Stacey’s leadership and example, KKHB was 
presented with the 2018 Women in Leadership 
Award by Southern Illinois University School 
of Law. Most recently, she joined the SIU Law 
Board of Visitors, whose primary function 
is to identify employment opportunities for 
students at the University of Southern Illinois 
School of Law.
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YOUNG 
LAWYER  OF 
THE YEAR 
OLIVIA F. AMLUNG
NOMINATED BY:  JEFFREY C. MANDO

 Olivia F. Amlung has made signi!cant con-
tributions to KDC, as well as the legal profes-
sion. In only a few years of practice, Olivia has 
positioned herself as a leader within Adams, 
Stepner, Woltermann & Dusing, PLLC and 
the legal profession as a whole. 
 Olivia is an Associate in the Firm’s Local 
Government, School Law, and Civil Litigation 
Practice Groups. $ese areas of law are highly 

complex and include a variety of litigation and 
general counsel work., which means Olivia was 
required to master the skills of written and oral 
advocacy, settlement, and trial practice, while 
at the same time developing the judgment and 
analytical skills to guide clients through day-to-
day legal issues. Olivia has done this remark-
ably well. She has already played a pivotal role 
in litigation cases that have garnered national 
attention and demonstrated skill as second 
chair in a successful federal jury trial and in 
administrative hearings before the Kentucky 
Department of Education and Judicial Conduct 
Commission. For any attorney of Olivia’s age, 
this is a remarkable achievement. 
 Olivia has also positioned herself as a 
thought leader within the legal profession. She 
has authored at least four published works 
on critical and emerging legal issues, demon-
strating that she can not only explain what the 
law is, but also envision what it may soon be. 
Two of Olivia’s articles have been featured in 
KDC’s quarterly publication, and one has been 
published in DRI’s &agship publication, For 
the Defense. Her articles have been so well-re-
ceived that she has been invited to give presen-
tations to local, state, and recently, a national 
professional association, DRI, to explain her 
analysis further. Moreover, even when As a fre-

quent writer and speaker on legal issues, law-
yers from within her Firm o"en seek a second 
opinion or ideas from Olivia to make their own 
work stronger. 
 Olivia is an active and dedicated member 
of the community. While Olivia is enthusi-
astic about eliciting and accepting guidance 
from mentors, she does not await it to begin 
working for the good. She has taken several 
active roles with the Northern Kentucky Bar 
Association, including the editorial committee 
of its quarterly publication and her service in 
the #Match Mentoring program. She has taken 
leadership roles with national associations, 
including DRI’s Young Lawyers Committee. 
She has demonstrated a commitment to sup-
porting and promoting the youth by working 
tirelessly for the Boone County Education 
Foundation, the Boone County Youth Cabinet, 
and the Northern Kentucky Regional Youth 
Leadership. 
 Olivia knows and lives a very fundamental 
thing: building a successful law practice starts 
with starting where you are. While Olivia is 
not at the top of the profession just yet, there 
is a lot of con!dence that she will be due to her 
courageously taking on new roles, learning new 
skills, and using those skills to the bene!t of her 
team and community. 

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE AWARD  
ROBERT M. HOFFER AND
KATHERINE J. HORNBACK

 Past KDC presidents Robert “Bob” Ho%er and Katherine “Kit” 
Hornback received Executive Committee awards for their outstand-
ing contributions to Kentucky Defense Counsel. Bob is a partner with 
Dressman Benzinger LaVelle in Crestview Hills.  Kit is a partner with 
Reinhardt and Associates in Lexington.
 Kit and Bob are recognized for energizing KDC and its Board in 2012, 
at a time when the organization needed a boost in its outreach and ben-
e!ts to its members.  Kit and Bob were KDC o#cers at the time.  $ey 
recognized that the organization needed a jump-start, so they worked with 
our Executive Director, Kathi McKeown, to schedule a strategic planning 
retreat for the Board members – the !rst one ever.  $e Board met on a 

cold Saturday in January 2012 to discuss the mission and the direction of 
Kentucky Defense Counsel.  With John Trimble volunteering his time 
as a facilitator, the Board members spent hours brainstorming ways for 
KDC to deliver more value and give defense attorneys a reason to join 
and become active in the organization.  During this retreat, Bob and Kit 
were passionate about KDC and challenged every person at that meeting 
to take on new projects for KDC.  By the end of the session, the Board 
had generated quite a list of goals and initiatives for KDC.  Not one Board 
member le" that retreat without an assignment or some responsibility for 
a new project, thanks to the enthusiasm of Bob and Kit. 
 In the months following the retreat, with the constant prodding of Bob 
and Kit and the endless hard work and support of Kathi McKeown, many 
of the ideas hatched at the retreat became reality, including the KDC’s 
biannual publication, Common Defense, which is now in its 8th year of 
publication; the banquet and awards ceremony hosted by KDC to recog-
nize KDC members every fall during its annual seminar; an active young 
lawyers section that continues to grow and become more active in out-
reach to young lawyers and law students; a diverse selection of on-line 
CLE opportunities throughout the year; and social events and other 
opportunities for KDC members to connect with one another.  
 $at !rst strategic planning session in January 2012, under the lead-
ership of Bob and Kit, was the start of a tradition.  Since then, the winter 
weekend retreat has become a regular event on the Board’s annual cal-
endar.  It has become an invaluable opportunity for Board members to 
brainstorm new ideas to continue improving our organization, such as 
development of the KDC list-serv that so many KDC members now use 
to share information with each other.
 Kentucky Defense Counsel owes a big thank-you to Bob and Kit for 
their passion for the organization and their roles in recharging our orga-
nization and making it as strong as it is today.


